
 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between 

Department of Psychology, Jagannath University, Bangladesh 

and the 

Hope Foundation for Women and Children of Bangladesh  

Article I: Purpose 

Hope Foundation for Women and Children of Bangladesh (herein referred to as “HOPE”) and 

the Department of Psychology, Jagannath University, Bangladesh (herein referred to as 

“DPJnU”) share complementary goals. One of HOPE’s goals is to expand research and education 

to address the significant needs for human beings not only in Bangladesh, but worldwide; it does 

so through collaboration with educational institutions, non-profit agencies, government agencies, 

etc. DPJnU emphasizes learning through discovery and sharing findings for further exploration 

and application in both education and research settings. In collaboration, HOPE and DPJnU can 

yield significant benefits to the scientific community, to society, and humanity at large. Whereas, 

HOPE typically works with a variety of education, research, NGO, public and private sector 

partners to develop and increase health services for marginalized people in Bangladesh, DPJnU 

typically works with a variety of education, research, NGO, public and private sector partners to 

develop and innovate solutions to meet human needs throughout the world. 

Subject to the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), and consistent with all 

HOPE and DPJnU policies and regulations, HOPE and DPJnU seek to join an alliance and align 

with each other's respective strengths, experiences, methodologies, and resources on supporting a 

range of specific scientific research that move forward the respective missions of both parties.   

The purpose of this MoU is to set forward the understandings and intentions of the Parties with 

regard to these shared and complementary goals. The Parties are entering into this MoU while 

wishing to maintain their own missions, mandates, and accountabilities. The Parties further 

specifically acknowledge that this MoU is not an obligation of funds, nor does it constitute a 

legally binding commitment by either party. 

 

 



 
 

 

Article II. Background 

HOPE and DPJnU are both parties with an extensive history of working with research and 

educational entities to address critical needs in a wide range of sectors. HOPE is an NGO 

registered both in Bangladesh and the USA that works on research, education, and public health. 

It was established in 1999 to provide quality health services to the most marginalized people in 

rural Bangladesh using education, community outreach, and the provision of compassionate 

health care. HOPE provides quality research, education, and health services by working in 

collaboration with a variety of education, research, NGO, public and private sector partners 

including World Bank, Save the Children, Plan International, Fistula Foundation, UNPHA, IsDB, 

UNMC USA, GSU USA etc.    

The DPJnU established in 1966 as an independent department at the Jagannath University 

College (Former Jagannath College). The department is excellent in terms of research, teaching, 

learning and psycho-social intervention. Currently, the Department of Psychology offers a 

Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree, Master of Science (MSc.) degree, Master of Philosophy 

(MPhil) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree. At present, there are about 550 students in this 

department of psychology, pursuing different courses/degrees in the department. Throughout the 

program, students are expected to become well versed in psychological theories, research, and 

application of psychological knowledge during their student life. DPJnU emphasizes 

coursework, laboratory experimentation, and research‐based fieldwork and seeks to undertake 

the study of people, places, and the community. More specifically, DPJnU is interested in 

understanding different perspectives of the human dimensions that impact human lives. Both 

DPJnU and HOPE believe that great potential exists for co-sharing of knowledge for faculty, 

students, and professionals.  

Article III. Goals and Objectives 

Under this MoU, HOPE and DPJnU will determine how collaboration might enhance the impact 

and results of each organization's respective activities. Hope and DPJnU intend to focus initial  



 
 

engagement and collaboration on:  

● Joint research activities (conducting research, project monitoring, proposal writing, data 

collection, analysis, report writing etc.) 

● Consultancy and advocacy 

● Participation in seminars, training, workshops and conferences (home and abroad) 

● Exchange of academic materials, publications, and other information 

● Publication of articles, books, and journals 

● Assist in expanding future collaboration with other institutions. 

● Psycho-social support, intervention and counseling 

● Internship/placement 

● Miscellaneous  

This collaboration will proceed in a manner that increases the human and institutional capacity 

to address critical development needs and challenges of HOPE and DPJnU. Potential 

collaborations between the agencies may include applied dimension, faculty/researcher 

development, technical assistance activities in health and natural resource management, and the 

development of information and communications technology (ICT) platforms to enhance 

research and teaching. To that end, HOPE and DPJnU will endeavor to enlarge the existing and 

planned programs in the above-mentioned focus area. Development is defined as to engage and 

inform their respective communities in this cooperative effort to strengthen the role of scientific 

information and training in the development process; create awareness and promote success by 

promoting public relations, case studies, and testimonials; conduct semi-annual reviews of joint 

projects entered into under this MOU to track and monitor progress of the Initiative; and jointly 

share best practices. 

 

IV. Implementation 

This MOU provides an initiative between the parties for a strong future relationship. It reflects 

shared value and focus for seeking joint collaboration opportunities within each organization's 

respective vision and mission. More specifically, this MOU is non‐binding and does not  



 
 

guarantee any exchanges of funds, personnel, or intellectual property.  

To implement this MOU, HOPE and DPJnU will select a representative who will have the 

overall responsibility for carrying out this agreement. That responsibility will include the 

development of Memorandums of Activity (MOA), inviting potential opportunities for joint 

collaboration and establishing procedure, ensuring internal processes, monitoring and evaluating 

of projects and activities, assessing the success and progress of activities and recommending 

improvements to this MOU and/or procedures, and preparing periodic status reports on each of 

the projects/activities undertaken through MOAs under this MOU. 

V: Designated Points of Contact 

The primary point of contact and liaison from each Party to this MOU is as follows: 

For Hope: 

Attention: Iftikher Mahmood, MD 

Telephone:  +13053180142 

Email: iumahmood@gmail.com 

Head Office: 16401 NW 2nd Ave, Suite 202, Miami, FL 33169, USA 

Bangladesh Country Office: Chainda, South Mithachori, Ramu, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh 

 

For DPJnU: 

Attention: Professor Dr. Muhammad Akram Uzzaman 

Telephone: +8802223353791 

Email: akrambro@gmail.com 

Office: Department of Psychology, Jagannath University, 9-10, Chittaranjan Avenue, Dhaka 

1100, Bangladesh 

 

VI: Effective Date, Duration, Amendments, and Termination 

This MoU shall be effective when signed by both Parties. The initial duration of this MOU is 

established for 5 years from signing and the duration may be extended beyond this period if both 

parties agree in writing. In addition, this MoU may be amended if both parties agree in writing.  



 
 

Either party may terminate this MoU six months prior upon advance written notice to the other 

party. 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties, each acting through their duly authorized representatives, 

have caused this MoU to be signed in their names and delivered as of this _______ (date), 2022. 

 

 

Hope Foundation for Women and Children of Bangladesh                                         Department of Psychology, Jagannath University, Bangladesh  

 

By: _______________________             By:___________________________ 

 

(Signature)       (Signature) 

 

Name: Dr. Iftikher Mahmood   Name:   Dr. Muhamamd Akram Uzzaman 

Title: President & CEO               Title:  Professor & Chairman 

 

Date: ________________                          Date:____________ 

 

 

 


